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After noun and verbs, Adjectives are the largest word class in English®,
Adjective is a word that indicates a quality of the person or thing referred to by a

noun®
Adjective 9 il g1l .o
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1. Descriptive adjectives
Descriptive adjectives are adjectives that describe the state of a noun or
pronoun which includes size, shape, color, smell, taste, and so on.3
2. Limiting Adjectives

Limiting Adjectives are adjectives that narrow the noun or pronoun without

providing information about the state, type, and so on.*
el 25U U 2V Al @ aall s S5l 3 Lzl

1. Adjective of Quality

Adjectives of quality are words that show the shape, cut or state of the noun

and pronoun.®®

e.g.

Small e

TA (Y )+ i6, 8y Essentials of English Grammar a Practical Guide ¢ sxws 315313
14 ‘cz-jL\ uwijl“

T4 it
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Fat L2
Poor gt
Large Ll
Short L el
Hot |
Happy e
Sweet S
Weak  Cano

2. Adjective of Quantity

Adjective of quantity is an adjective that indicates the amount of something

that cannot be counted.®
e.g.:

he ate little bread.

Will you have some tea?

Is there any tea?

She drinks enough (or sufficient) milk.

| only want a little peace around here.

You have no sense.

He spent all his money

There is enough water in the canal

19 ‘@}\ i
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3. Adjective of Numeral or Numerical Adjective

Adjective of Numeral is an adjective that denotes a certain or unspecified

number or sequence!’, those are:

a.

1.

Definite is one that denotes a specific number it consists of:
Cardinal

e.g. one, two three. Etc.

Ordinal

e.g. first, second, third, etc.

Multiplications

Single, double, triple

Twofold, threefold

A pair, a dozen, etc.

Indefinite indicates not exactly but can be calculated or estimated.
e.g.:

Some

All

Enough

Many

Several

Few

One

4. Demonstrative Adjective

Demonstrative Adjective is used to point the object.

19 (Y )+ 15,5 ag) <Essentials of English Grammar a Practical Guide ¢ sz 35317
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e.g.:

a. Definite is shows something exactly:
Singular : This, That
Plural : These, those
b. Indifinite is shows something not exactly.
Singular : another
Plural : Any certain, any other etc.
5. Proper Adjective

Proper adjective comes from proper noun which usually means the nation

or language.

e.g.:

Proper Noun Proper Adjective
England English

Holland Dutch

Java Javanese
Canada Canadian

6. Interrogative Adjective
Interrogative Adjective is the adjective used for the question, the words are what,
which, whose.
e.g.:
What time will you come?
Which man do you mean?

Whose book is this?



7. Possessive Adjective
Possessive Adjective are adjectives that show the ownership. Those are, my, our,
your, his, her, it's them
e.g.:
My father is a teacher
Is your father a teacher?
Her sister is not here at this moment
His mother is still in the hospital.
8. Distributive Adjective
Distributive Adjective is an adjective that shows one of things. Those are, each,
every, either, & neither.'8
e.g.:
she read every book in the library
every child is weeping
each cost only ten rupiah
neither book can be bought from that shop.
Descriptive adjectives can take many forms, those are:
1. Proper adjective
e.g..
Canadian bacon
English wool
American industries
United States flag etc.
2. Principal adjectives

a. Present participle

Yoy «(Y.\o (Pustaka Pelajar :0LL) «Fundamental English Grammar (e ,S a1
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e.g.:
an interesting book
a disappointing experience
a charming view
a trifling gifts
b. Past participle
a bored student
a worn tablecloth
a tired house-wife
a spoiled child
3. Compound adjectives (hyphenated adjectives)
a. With participles
1) Present participle
e.g.:
a good-looking girl
a heart-breaking story
an English-speaking student
2) Past participle
e.g.:
a turned-up nose
a broken-down house
a new born kitten
ready-made clothes
b. By adding -ed as the second element of compound adjectives
e.g.:

absent minded
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C.

far sighted
blue eyed
kind hearted
ill tempered
tear stained
Infinitives
e.g.:
a hard to please employer
a never to be forgotten plot
a well to do banker
Coordinate elements (joined by and)
e.g.:
a life and death struggle
a black and blue mark
a hit and run driver
Noun which function as noun:
1) With hyphen (-)
e.g.
a high-school girl
a six-year-old child
twentieth-century literature
2) Without hyphen (-)
e.g.

you are all language students.

he is an economics teacher.

She is taking some history classes.
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Noun characterized by hyphenated or compound adjectives are
always singular.
e.g.:
False : She bought a three-hundred-dollars suit.
True : She bought a three-hundred-dollar suit.
False : She is taking some histories classes.
True : She is taking some history classes.
f.  With -en added to the noun which indicates the materials (ingredients)
which is made or show by similar material.
e.g.:
a golden chair
a wooden table
a woollen suit.
The old oaken bucket
A waxen image
1. Form of adjectives
Most common adjectives have no special ending. They can be paired with

adjectives of opposite meaning:

Large ~ Small
Old ~ Young
Old ~ New
Long ~ Short
Hard ~ Soft
Rich ~ Poor
Hot ~ Cold

Black ~ White
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2. Comparative and superlative adjectives
Most adjectives also have comparative and superlative forms using -er, -est

or more, most.

Good ~ Better ~ Best

Large ~ Larger ~ Largest

Famous ~ more famous ~ most famous

Fortunate ~ more Fortunate ~ most Fortunate
Some adjectives do not normally have comparative and superlative forms.
e.g.:

absent

equal

left

opposite

right

single
words which modify adjectives
very or another adverb of degree can modify most adjectives:
There are three kind of comparisons in English that can be made from adjectives:
a. The positive degree

Positive is used to compare to things or persons that are the same.®

Noun
Subject + verb + as +
Pronoun

:0LL) <A Handbook of English Grammar « Slamet Riyanto, Emilia NH, Leila NH*®

Y'YV « (Y+\A Pustaka Pelajar



e.g.:
Nurdin is as tall as Hasan.
Nurdin is not so tall as Hasan.
Semarang is as hot as Surabaya.
Semarang is not as hot as Surabaya.
You are as old as she.
You are not as old as she.

b. Comparative degree

adjective + Er

Noun
subject + verb + more + Adjective + than +
pronoun

less + Adjective

e.g..
today is hotter than yesterday
Arafah is more beautiful than Fatimah
You are more diligent than she
My car is better than yours
To further up in a comparative degree, we can make it by the following

pattern:

1)

far Noun

subject + verb + + Adjective + than

much pronoun




¥

2)

~N

far Noun

subject + verb +\much( + more + adjective + than
pronoun

P

e.g.
his car is far better than yours.

A watermelon is much sweeter than a lemon.

Harry's watch is far more expensive than mine.

That movie we saw yesterday was much more interesting than the one on television.
A comparative degree can also be made without using than, in this case the

following pattern is usually used:

subject + verb + the + comparative + ofthetwo + (noun)

Or

Ofthetwo + (noun) + subject + verb + the + comparative

e.g.:
Harvey is the smarter of the two boys.

Of the two shirts, this one is better looking.

Please give me the smaller if the two pieces of cake

Of the two landscapes that you have shown me, this one is the more picturesque.

Of the two books, this one is the more interesting.
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Adjective which functions to explain nouns or pronouns. Grammatically,

the adjective function is attributive and predicative.

a. Attributive adjectives
Attributive adjectives are adjectives that describe the noun and are located
before the noun or are located between the article and the noun.
e.g.:
the beautiful painting
the main argument
the small boy
the strong girl
the weak man
the new book
b. Predicative adjectives
Predicative adjectives are adjectives that describe a noun or pronoun that
function as predicate.
1) Subject complement
e.g.:
your daughter is pretty
she is beautiful

the book is new



the class is large
the room is narrow
playing chess is enjoyable
to drive a bus is not easy
2) object complements
e.g.
he made his wife happy
| consider him foolish.
She pushed the window open.

a) He writes his letter large.
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Adjectives can be used in several different positions in a sentence. The most

important positions are described below.

1. Position1

When an adjective comes before a noun, we say that it is a modifier of the noun

(it also called an attributive adjective)

Adjective Noun adjective noun
young Woman An Old Town

a
Tall Trees The Early Train

o) https://qalamedu.org/topic/" el s el pdis" ¢ 39SV aokasll 2zt (5T
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this narrow Road our National Sport

More than one adjective can modify the same noun:

adjectives Noun

a Tall young Woman

a Beautiful old Town

Some adjectives occur only in position 1.
e.g..

only

main

western

chief

fellow

mere

utter

upper

position
2. Position 2
Adjectives also come after the verb BE. In this position the adjectives
are called the complement. (it also called a predicative adjective). It describes a

quality of the subject:



Al

subject verb phrase complement

The road Is Narrow (here)

The train Will be Late (this evening)
Your ideas Are Interesting

It Has been Sunny (today)

Instead of the verb be, another linking verb can be used before the
adjective, e.g. become, look, seem, stay:
3. Position 3

An adjective can follow the, and act as the main word of a noun phrase,
i. €. no noun follows it.

e.g.:

the young should look after the old

there is a great division between the employed and the unemployed

the English have a lot to learn from the Japanese.

In these sentences, the adjectives refer to a class of a people, so the
phrase is plural. But unlike a noun, the adjective does not have an -s ending.
e.g.:

the young

the unemployed

the English

only names of nations have an adjective like English and Japanese. For

other nation we use a noun ending with -s e.g. the Americans



4. Position 4

After some verbs, an adjective can follow the object:

Subject + Verb Phrase + Object Adjective
I like my coffee black.
My sister keeps her room very tidy.

Here the adjective is called an object complement.
5. Position 5
Occasionally, an adjective follows the noun which it modifies.
e.g.:
The chairman asked the people present (at the meeting) to express their
views.
The boys involved (in the fight) were sent away to another school.
This position is used mainly where the adjective is followed by another structure
such as the prepositional phrases in brackets in the example above.
The adjective is in the position 5 after pronouns ending with -body, -one, and -
thing.
e.g.:
She hopes to marry someone rich.
Did you buy anything nice at the store?
6. Position 6
Another rare position for adjectives is in a verbless clause.
e.g.:
Sorry!, Very good!, Careful!
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He is better than me

She is taller than me
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>. Participial Adjectives, e.g.:
It is a confusing problem. (present participle)
They are confused students. (past participle)
Distributive JW: &pkfY) (3 5 Guall 3 He o ke O5SS HLEY) 4l 1

: % (Adjective

"l Lo 25T o£ gLaYl
Distributive Adjective, example: "neither book can be bought from that shop".
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Compound Adjective, example: "a good-looking girl".
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thing referred to by noun” there are eight kinds of adjective in English, those
are: adjective of quality, adjective of quantity, adjective of numeral,

demonstrative adjective, proper adjective, interrogative adjective,

possessive adjective, and distributive adjective.
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nouns or pronouns. Grammatically, the adjective function is attributive and

predicative."
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a. After a noun
b. After the verb BE
c. After "the"
d. After some verbs

e. After noun which it modifies.

f. Inaverbless clause, e.g. Sorry! Very good! Etc.
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