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ABSTRACT

Name : Regita Eka Serlia Ningsih

NIM : 16.1.16.0042

Title Thesis : The Effectiveness of Word Search Puzzle in Teaching Vocabulary
of Fifth Grade Students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu

The objective of this research is to find out the effectiveness of word
search puzzle in teaching vocabulary to fifth grade students of SD Islam Khalifah
Palu. The population of this research are fifth grade students of SD Islam Khalifah
Palu. Word search puzzle game is one of many instructional games that reinforce
word-level into a grid and persuade the class to make suggestions for the puzzle
clues.

This research samples class Abu Darda as the experimental class which
consists of 10 students and class Abu Zubair as the control class which consists of
10 students. They were selected by using purposive sampling. The writer
employed quasi experimental research design where the two classes were given
the pretest and posttest was employed in this research.

The data analysis indicates that there is a significant improvement between
the results of posttest of both classes. The main score of experimental class before
the treatment was 60 while control class was 48.5 After giving the treatment, the
mean score of experimental class in Posttest is 79.5 and the control class is 59.5 it
is also shown that the tcounted 2.500 is greater in ttable 2.101 . It means the use of
word search puzzle technique is effective in teaching vocabulary through fifth
grade students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu.

Based on the data above, word search puzzle technique  can be applied in
teaching learning vocabulary. Word search puzzle technique is effective technique
that can be used in teaching to increase the students vocabulary.

The implication of this study are used as input for teachers and Pre-service
teacher in teaching English to increase the students vocabulary mastery.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Language is most important as a means of communication for human

beings. People can communicate each other to have interaction by language. In

this global era where the distance is not such a problem, people have to do

interaction with another.1 Therefore, it can be said that language is a system that

can be used by people to give and get information to one other. Language is most

important as people start to listen and then try to speak what they heard and learn

to read the written text. Not only the skills, but also the students have to master on

components of language. They are vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation.

Vocabulary is one of the language elements. The students cannot read,

speak, listen and write without understanding the meaning of the words. It is

necessary for the teacher to teach vocabulary first. The qualities of the students

language skills depend on the quality of vocabulary possessed by the students.

Vocabulary is the total number of words in a language. Vocabulary is one of the

importance factors in all language teaching, student must continually be learning

words as they learn structure and as they practice sound system.2 From the

opinions above, we can conclude that vocabulary is a listing of all words that are

taught in the foreign language. Vocabulary refers to the words we must

understand to communicate effectively.

1Ramelan, Introduction to Linguistic Analysis, (Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press, 1999),1.
2Edward David Allen and Rebecca M. Valette, Classroom Technique, Foreign Language

and English as A Second Language, (New York: Harcout Brave Javanovich, 1997), 149.
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According to the Kurikulum 2013, the components of language such as

vocabulary, structure, pronunciation and spelling are taught integrated with

language skills. Therefore, it becomes important for teachers to teach vocabulary

in context. Students need not only to understand the meaning of the word clearly,

but also able to use the vocabulary in a sentence.3 Vocabulary plays an important

role in supporting language skills like listening, speaking, reading and writing that

are expected to be applied in literary level through formative, functional,

informational and epistemic. Vocabulary is one of the important factors in all

language teaching. Students must continually be learning words as they learn

structure and as a practice sound system. Most of  them eventually are not

interested in English subject anymore, and English likely becomes something

hard to learn.

Teaching English is not easy because English is not Indonesia students

mother tongue. The interest of students in learning English is needed as the key to

make students more easily in mastering English itself. The teacher should possess

a good and an interesting technique to introduce English for them, so that the

students will be interested and motivated to learn English. According to Stahl and

Nagy, “Vocabulary learning is a difficult process, because students need to be

motivated in vocabulary learning, engage in vocabulary instruction, and meet

vocabulary learning standards to pursue the required accomplishment”.4

3KEMENDIKBUD. (2013). Standart Isi untuk Satuan Pendidikan pada Jenjang
Pendidikan   Dasar dan Menengah Draft ke 4. Teaching-learning handout by Jaka 6th semester.

4Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, “Improving Vocabulary Learning in Foreign Language
Learning Through Reciprocal Teaching Strategy”, (International Journal of Learning &
Development, 2012, Vol. 2, No. 6), 187.
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From the reason mentioned above, the vocabulary development with

variety or alternative ways is needed. There are several ways in teaching English

vocabulary; one of them is using game. Game as the teaching method can be more

interested to learn. Games are not only for fun but also for motivating students to

master English fast and easy. Learning by doing is a good way to make them easy

in understanding English, because with doing fun activities by themselves, they

will find it easy to remember and easy to learn the material which is taught by the

teacher. Playing game in teaching vocabulary is very important because teaching

through game can create a fun situation and of course can increase students

motivation.

According to Case, puzzle involves less stress. In certain puzzle finding

one answer often helps the students to find another answer. Puzzles is useful for

language learners because of the enjoyment, satisfaction, reflection, and ‘play’

that can focus learners’ attention on the language in a concentrated but

nonstressful way.5 On the other hand, the students will get pleasure from doing

the puzzle because puzzles have several shapes, colors and solutions for their

exercises in the activity. Games also help the teacher to create c ontexts in which

the language is useful and meaningful.6 Generally, they are remembering the

meaning of word, memorizing spelling of word, and the problems also happen

when they  cannot pronounce the vocabulary correctly. It usually happens to the

students who have no chance to practice it orally. So it seems that they do not get

the vocabulary development anymore.

5Doug, Case. English Puzzle 2. (Heinmann Publishers: Oxford, 1994).
6Andrew Wright, David Betteridge, Michaek Buckby, Games for Language Learning,

(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 2.
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Word search puzzle game is one of many instructional games that

reinforce word-level into a grid and persuade the class to make suggestions for the

puzzle clues. A simpler but still popular alternative word puzzle is the word

search.. With this method, students will not feel bored in learning English, but

they will become critical and active in learning English. From that experience, the

word search puzzle game is use as a game to teach vocabulary. The name of game

is word search puzzle game. Word search puzzle game is find the hidden words in

the grid the terms bellow the grid are clues to help the student find the hidden

words. Words can appear horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, forwards or back

words.

From the explanation above this writer than is interested having title “The

Effectiveness of Word Search Puzzle in Teaching Vocabulary of Fifth Grade

Students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu”  Based on statements above, the writer has

strong believe that teaching vocabulary by using puzzle is effective to improve

students vocabulary. Moreover, there are some objectives in identifying to know

the extent of the students’ vocabulary mastery improvement by using puzzle in

learning English and to know what happens in the class when puzzle is

implemented in teaching and learning process.

B. Problem Statements

Based on the previous explenation it can be seen , most of students  are

lack vocabulary the writer formulated the following research questions:

“Is the use of word search puzzle technique effective in teaching

vocabulary of the fifth grade students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu ?”
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C. Objective of the Research

The objective of this research is to find the use of word search puzzle in

teaching English vocabulary to fifth grade students at SD Islam Khalifah Palu.

D. Significance of the Research

This study is expected contribute to English language teaching

theoretically and practically.

Theoretically:

This study can give theoretical information to all readers that Word Search

Puzzle has a good impact in teaching learning vocabulary at the fifth grade

students.

1. Practically:

a. For teachers, this study can give them insight that Word Search Puzzle

is worth to try in teaching vocabulary.

b. For students, they will feel that learning English using Word Search

Puzzle is enjoyable in understanding English vocabulary.

c. For other writers, this research can be used as reference for other

similar writers.

d. For the writer, a lot of knowledge about Word Search Puzzle

invocabulary teaching can be gained.

E. Scope of the Research

The scope of the research is the writer focus on teaching vocabulary to

fifth grade students at SD Islam khalifah Palu by using word search puzzle
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strategy. In this study, the writer will focus on teaching nouns by using word

search puzzle.

F. Operational Definition of Key Terms

In order to avoid any other misunderstandings and to give clear the

concept about this research, the writer should define the following key terms.

1. Effectiveness

The effectiveness is derived from noun “effective”. Is the capability of

producing a desired result. When something is deemed effective. It means

it has an intended or expected outcome or produces a deep vivid in

impression.7

2. Word search puzzle

Word search puzzle is a game in looking for diction either vertically,

horizontally and diagonaly. This game can be done in increasing their

vocabulary and making them happy in doing search puzzle game of word.8

3. Increase

The noun increase indicates growth of something that gets bigger in

number or volume. When used as a verb, it means the act of growing or

gaining more. However it's used, it refers to something that has gotten

bigger.9

7 Karen E. Patzelt, (Principles of WL and Implications for ESL Learners, Pall, 1995), 3.
8 Ibid.
9 Vocabulary, Increase (on-line) (https://www.vocabulary.com) , accessed on December

28, 2019
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4. Vocabulary

Vocabulary is a list or set of words for a particular language or a

list or set of words that individual speakers of a language might use.10

G. Skripsi Outline

This skripsi is developed into five chapters, they are:

1. Chapter I that contains introduction that covers background, problem

statement, objective of the research, significance of the research, scope of

the research, operational definition of key terms, and skripsi outline.

2. Chapter II that contains literature review contains related studies,

definition and importance of vocabulary, kinds of vocabulary, teaching

English vocabulary at elementary school, principles of teaching

vocabulary, problems in teaching vocabulary, techniques in teaching

vocabulary, definition of word search puzzle, teaching vocabulary through

word search puzzle, advantages and disadvantages of puzzle, theoretical

framework, and hypothesis.

3. Chapter III that contains research method that covers research method

design, place and time of research, population and sample, research

variable, research instrument, data collection procedure, data analysis

procedure, and testing hypothesis.

10Evelyn Hatch and Cheryl Brown, Vocabulary, Semantic and Language Education,
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 1.
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4. Chapter IV that contains result finding and discussion that covers

overview of SD Islam Khalifah Palu, research finding, research hypothesis

and research discussion.

5. Chapter V that contains conclusion and suggestion.
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CHAPTER  II

RELATED STUDIES

A. Previous Studies

The following are the studies relating to the writing of this skripsi. In

conducting this research, the writer has three relevant related studies that support

this research.

First study is by Eka Fitriani. The skripsi entitles “The Effectiveness Of

Cross Word Puzzle In learning Vocabulary”. The objective of this research was to

get empirical evidence of using Cross Word Puzzle in Learning Vocabulary. The

sample of this research was seventh grade students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1

Ciputat. They were VII-1 as the experimental class and VII-2 as the control class.

Each class consisted 32 students. The result of this study showed that most of

students have gained good scores after treatment. The students pretest mean score

in experimental class was 62.75 while the posttest mean score was 83.97 In

contrary, the students pretest mean score in controlled class was 61.40 and the

posttest mean score was 71.88. The result of statistical hypothesis test found that

on significance level 5% The findings of the study state that using cross word

puzzle in learning vocabulary is an effective way and quite success because it can

improve the students achievement in learning vocabulary.1

The second study is by Putra entitled “Reinforcing Vocabulary Through

Pictorial Puzzle to the Seventh Grade Students at SMP Negeri 2 Palu” This study

applied pre experimental research design. Samples population were VIIC and

1 Eka Fitriyani, “The Effectiveness Of Cross Word Puzzle In learning Vocabulary”.,
Skripsi, Jakarta, UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta, 2016.
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VIID classes consisting of 31 students. To find data of the research, pretest and

post test were administered to both of group. Results of the tests were compared

to see whether there are any difference between the groups. When result found

and consulted with the t-table, it showed that mean of deviation scores of

experimental group (18.97) was higher than control group (10.16). While

consulted with the t-table, the final result was 3.06 which also indicated that it was

higher than the critical value for significance level .01 (2.660) and significance

level .05 (2.000) with degrees of freedom 60 of confidence level. Also, when it

was computed with eta formula, it showed that pictorial puzzle gave 13%

contribution for vocabulary teaching. Therefore, it means that pictorial puzzle is

effective in teaching vocabulary.2

Third, a study was conducted by Jurnal the title “Improving Students

Vocabulary Mastery Through Crossword Puzzle Technique at SD

Muhammadiyah 1 Padangsidimpuan” This research discussed about improving

students’ vocabulary mastery through crossword puzzle at SD Muhammadiyah 1

Padangsidimpuan. Most of students felt bored in studying English vocabulary by

conventional technique that was given by the English teacher of grade VI, it was

opening the dictionary technique. To solve the problem, the writer conducted

classroom action research, by implementing crossword puzzle technique.. Based

on the research result, showed that the students’ vocabulary mastery mean score

of the students was in the first cycle was two tests; in the first test was 61.42 and

the second test was 62.14. Then, the second cycle was two tests; in the third test

2 Putra, “Reinforcing Vocabulary Through Puzzles Game to the Seventh Grade Students
at SMP Negeri 2 Palu”, Skripsi, Palu Universitas Tadulako Palu, 2018.
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was 84.28 and the last test was 91.78. Therefore, the mean score in the second

cycle was higher than the first cycle. In the first cycle was categorized into enough

category and the second cycle was categorized into very good category. The data

from observation sheet indicated that the students got improvement. It indicated

that the application of crossword puzzle technique improved students’ vocabulary

mastery3

From the study above, there are similarities and differences from the

previous ones. The similarities between the related study and this study are:

1. The first previous study using cross word puzzle.

2. The second previous study using pictorial puzzle.

The differences between the previous study and this study are:

1. The location and sample of the research,

2. This study using word se arch puzzle in teaching vocabulary.

Based on above previous studies, the writer was try to implement other

technique in the teaching vocabulary by using word search puzzle game. The

writer uses the different puzzle that is called word search puzzle. The instruction

of puzzle here is only search answer the vocabularies from multiple choice and

arrange letters. Here, the writer try to compare students score before teaching by

using word search puzzle game and after teaching by using word search puzzle

game.

3 Tri Risky Hasibuan, Eka Sustri Harida, & Fitri Rayani Siregar TAZKIR:  Jurnal
Penelitian Ilmu-ilmu Sosial dan Keislaman Web: jurnal.iain-padangsidimpuan.ac.id/index.php/TZ/
Vol. 04  No. 1 Juni  2018 p-ISSN: 2442-7004 e-ISSN : 2460-609x
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B. Vocabulary

1. Definition and Importance of Vocabulary

a. Definition of Vocabulary

Richards and Renandya states, “Vocabulary is a core component of

language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak,

listen, read, and write.”4. Meanwhile, Kamil and Hiebert states, “Vocabulary is

not a developmental skill or one that can ever be seen as fully mastered. The

expansion and elaboration of vocabularies is something that extends across a

lifetime”.5 According to Ur, “Vocabulary as the words we teach in foreign

language. It means that all words in foreign language that have been taught by

teacher in order that the students can use those words in sentences or daily

communication”.6 Vocabulary can be defined as a powerful carrier of meaning

and the knowledge of words and their meanings. This means that without

establishing a strong vocabulary base first, comprehension and use of a language

will not be achieved.

In addition, the student should be able to recognize words and know their

meaning as well. When a student is effectively able to recognize and use a word in

different contexts, speak, write, pronounce the word well, she or he has the

knowledge and meaning of that word. Vocabulary is a component of language that

contains all of information about meaning and how to use word in language.

4 Jack C. Richards, Willy A Renandya (Methodology In Language Teaching: An
Anthology Of Current Practice, 2002), 255.

5 Elfrieda H. Hiebert & Michael L. Kamil (Teaching and Learning Vocabulary: Bringing
Research to Practice, 2005), 2.

6 Penny Ur, A Course in Language Teaching Practice and Theory 17th Edition,
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009),  60.
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Vocabulary becomes the most important aspect in acquiring a language and

mastering the foreign language. It is clear enough that everybody who learns a

language as a foreign language that hope to know and master the vocabulary to

improve she or he language skills. Vocabulary is primary step in language

learning and second language acquisition. It can be argued that vocabulary not

only contains list of words but also contains all of information about using word

and it also contains meaning of word in a language. It is the most important part in

language learning to achieve four skills. A student must have acquired the

vocabulary well and a student need to increase their vocabulary mastery too. It is

clear that vocabulary is a fundamental of language. So, there is no language

without vocabulary.

b. Importance of Vocabulary

Vocabulary is important in learning English. Any language in the world

including the English language has thousands of words. In many ways even many

native speakers who do not know all the words because it is too much to be

learned. Thornbury expresses, “Importance of vocabulary development or mastery

development in learning a foreign language, students must devote part of their

time to learn vocabulary items”.7 Learning vocabulary needs special efforts

because English is different from students. Native language and their national

language. Students knowledge background a certain language terminology and

students schema of science and technology to be the main handicaps for

Indonesian students in achieving particular level of their English vocabulary.

7 Scott Thornbury. ( How to teach vocabulary. Harlow, : Longman, 2002), 2
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Vocabulary is primary step in language learning and second language acquisition.

Vocabulary also plays an important role in English skills ( listening, reading,

speaking and writing) and content (grammar).

2. Kinds of Vocabulary

Vocabulary divided into two, passive and active. It also called receptive

and productive vocabulary. Lehr at all states

Word knowledge also comes into two forms, receptive and productive.
Receptive vocabulary includes words that we recognize when we hear or
see them. Productive vocabulary includes words that we use when we
speak or write. Receptive vocabulary is typically larger than productive
vocabulary, and may include many words to which assign meaning.8

Productive vocabulary, generally refers to words that can be produced

within appropriate context and match the intended meaning of the speaker. While

receptive vocabulary includes all of the words that one recognizes and

understands upon hearing or reading.

Furthermore, Hatch and Brown classify the vocabularies into two based on

their functional categories, they are: major classes and closed classes.9

a. Major Classes

1) Noun : it refers to a person, place or thing, i.e. Gita, garden, pen, etc.

2) Adjective : it refers to the words that give information about a noun or

pronoun, i.e. clever, beautiful, bad, ugly, etc.

3) Verb : it refers to the words that denote action, i.e. walk, laugh, smile, run,

etc.

8 Fran Lehr, Jean Osborn, Elfrieda H. Hiebert. (A Focus on Vocabulary : 2004), 5.
9 Evelyn Hatch and Cheryl Brown, Vocabulary, Semantics and Language Education,

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 218.
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4) Adverb : it refers to the words that describe or add to the meaningof a

verb, adjective, another adverb or a whole sentence, i.e. carefully,

diligently, honestly, etc.

b. Closed Classes

1) Pronoun : it refers to nouns that have already been mentioned, i.e. she, he,

it, etc.

2) Preposition : it refers to the words that help locate items and actions in

time and space, i.e. at, on, under, etc.

3) Conjunction : it refers to the words that connect sentences, phrases or

clause, i.e. and, but, also, etc.

4) Determiner : it refers to the words that used before a noun to show which

particular example of the noun which are referring to, i.e. a, an, your, etc.

Considering the definition of each kinds of vocabulary, this study

conducted focus on nouns in order to make the students easier to learn vocabulary.

3. Teaching English Vocabulary at Elementary School

Howard states, “Teaching is an activity that tries to help someone to

acquire change or develop skills, attitudes, ideas, appreciations and knowledge”.10

According to Brown “Teaching is showing or helping to learn, giving instructions,

guiding, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand.11

From the statement above, it is clear that Teaching is an activity for

helping students from not knowing anything to knowing something. Teaching is a

10 A. W. Howard. Teaching in the Middleschool. (Las Cruces. University of New
Mexico. 1968), 18.

11 H. Douglas Brown. (Principles of Language Learning and Language Teaching. 1970),
7.
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way to help somenone to understand and able to use the knowledge that they get

during teaching and learning process. Teaching English Vocabulary is an

important area worthy of effort and investigation. Vocabulary is needed for

expressing meaning and in using the receptive ( listening and reading ) and

productive ( speaking and writing) skills. According Nation “Teaching vocabulary

is the way of convey information about word which is used everybody to

communicate to other people in foreign language”.12

In elementary level, vocabulary as the basic point in learning English

language, so it is important to be mastered by the students. The students as the

beginner of English learning process have to know well the vocabulary first in

order to be easier later in comprehend and identify the English sentence. The task

of vocabulary learning is to see the distinction between  knowing a word and

using it. Learning vocabulary should focus on remembering words and using them

automatically in the right contexts. “Young children learn language from word to

word.”13 Vygotsky in Cameron’s book believes that words do have a special

significance for children learning a new language. Often too, we teach children

words in the new language by showing them objects that they can see and touch,

and that have single words labels in the first language. Therefore, the teacher

should use an object as a media to teach students in order to attract students’

attention so that the students are able to participate actively in teaching and

learning process.

12 Paul Nation. Principles guiding vocabulary learning through extensive reading.
(Reading in a Foreign Language. Hawaii, 2015).

13 Lev Vygotsky Cameron, Lynne. 1999. Teaching Languages to Young Learners.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), 7.
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During elementary school, the students may have to compile vocabulary

lists from assigned books or be asked to write sentences using assigned

vocabulary words. The students will probably have to take spelling tests. As the

students progresses through middle school and onto high school. Vocabulary and

spelling becomes important when he or she has writing assignments. Shoebottom

states:

Vocabulary, much more than grammar, is the key to your child
understanding what she hears and reads in school; and to communicating
successfully with other people. For this reason it is very important for her
quickly build up a large store of words. I have collected together about
1.500 of the words that your child needs to learn in the first two years at
Frankfurt International School. These words are taught through different
vocabulary worksheet exercises.14

Normally in Indonesia, the numbers of words that need to be mastered by

elementary school’s students are about 500 words. Suyanto states, “If the students

understand the basic of vocabulary needed in their level, they do not get any

problems to come into the next level of language learning”.15 To help the learners

in learning foreign language Slaterry and Willis suggest that ”The teacher have to

make the learners enjoy, feel comfortable and talk a lot of them to use English.

The purpose of teaching vocabulary is to help students bring meaning and take the

meaning from word signs, signals and symbols.”16 To reach this goal, the students

must be teach in many things about word and their ways as well as the word

themselves. Corcoran says that “The teacher as responsible or teaching students to

14 Paul Shoebottom.  (How to learn a Vocabulary, 1996), 7.
15 Kasihani K.E Suyanto. (English For Young Learners. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2008), 43.

16 Mary Slaterry & Jane Willis (English for Primary Teacher, 2003), 4.
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recognize and identify words, to pronounce word, to analyze and categories

words, to read and finally to put words together in phrase, sentence and

paragraphs in written language”.17 To teach vocabulary a teacher must be able to

make the students exited about and enjoy learning.

4. Principles of Teaching Vocabulary

Vocabulary is important in learning a language. It needs a serious intention

in learning vocabulary from both students and teacher. It becomes a great

challenging act for the teacher to teach vocabulary, what kind of methods they

use, what kind of vocabulary that they give, or how many vocabularies that they

will teach.

According to Schmit there are some key principles in teaching

vocabulary.18

a. Building a large sight of vocabulary.

b. Intergrating new words with previous words.

c. Providing a number of encounters with a word.

d. Promoting deep level of processing.

e. Facilitating imaging.

f. Making new word “real” by connecting them to the students word in

some way.

g. Using variety techniques.

17 Gertrude B. Corcoran. Language Arts in the Elementary School: A Modern Linguistic
Approach. (New York: Ronald Press Company, 1970), 157.

18 Norbert Schmitt, Vocabulary in Language Teaching, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2002), 87.
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5.  Problems in Teaching Vocabulary

According to Stahl and Nagy, “Vocabulary learning is a difficult process,

because students need to be motivated in vocabulary learning, engage in

vocabulary instruction, and meet vocabulary learning standards to pursue the

required accomplishment”.19 In line Riddell, there are some problems faced by the

students when learning new vocabularies, such as :20

a. Meaning

1) A word may have more than one meaning (odd, cut, patient).

2) Words may have different connotations, the meaning can be interpreted in

different ways (slim/thin/skinny)

3) A student may understand the meaning of a word, but not the appropriate

context in which to use it. This is particularly true of the language which is

especially formal and informal

b. Form

1) A word may be more than one part of speech (it may be a verb and a noun)

2) Some words are irregular (the plural of person is people; the plural of

sheep is sheep).

3) Different varieties of English have different spelling, color or colour.

4) Spelling patterns are not obvious, happy or happier, hit or hitting.

19 Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, “Improving Vocabulary Learning in Foreign Language
Learning Through Reciprocal Teaching Strategy”, (International Journal of Learning &
Development, 2012, Vol. 2, No. 6), 187.

20 David Riddell, Teaching English as a Foreign Language, (London: Hodder Headline.
Ltd, 2003), 58.
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c. Pronunciation

1) The sounds may not correspond to the spelling

2) Students may have difficulty knowing how many syllables the word is

broken up into

3) It is hard to know which syllable is stressed

4) Some words have shifting stress, e.g. His conduct or to conduct.

5) Some word with different spellings and meanings are pronounced the

same, bearl or bare.

6. Techniques in Teaching Vocabulary

In teaching Vocabulary, the teacher should have some techniques in order

to make students familiar with the vocabulary so that they understand new word

easily. Another way of explaining words is using the real things which the teacher

may bring into the classroom, or ask students to bring or even find in the

classroom already. The techniques functions not only to help the students grasp

the meaning of new words quit easily, but also to vary the teaching activity in

order to avoid boredom.

Harmer mention the following aids can help explain new vocabulary

are : 21

a. Realia

This is the word to refer the use of real objects in the classroom. Thus the

words, book, pencil, or chair can be easily explained by showing students a book,

21 Jeremy Harmer , The Practice of language Teaching, (London: Longman, 1999), 85-
86.
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a ruler, or a chalk. This is clearly satisfactory for certain single words, but the use

of realia is limited to things that can be taken easily from the classroom.

b. Pictures

Pictures are clearly indispensable for the language teacher since they can

be used in so many ways. Pictures can be used to explain the meaning of

vocabulary item: the teacher can draw pens, rulers, pencil and books in the

blackboard or whiteboard or have magazine pictures of trucks, bicycle, train or

bus onto cardboard. The teacher might bring in a wall picture showing three

people in a room that could be used for introducing the meaning of a sentence, for

instance : there are three people in the classroom

c. Mime, action and gesture

It is often impossible to explain meaning of words and grammar either

with realia or in picture. An action in particular is probably better explained by

mine. Gesture is useful for explaining words like, from, to, etc. Or indicating that

the past is being talked about ( the teacher gestures backwards over his shoulder ).

d. Contrast

A visual element sometime may not be sufficient to explain meaning and

contrast can be used. Thus, the meaning of “full” is better understand in the

context of “empty”, “big” in the context of “small”, etc.

e. Enumeration

The word “vegetable” is difficult to be explained visually, if however the

teacher rapidly list ( or enumerated ) a number of vegetables, the meaning will

become clear. The same is true of a word like “clothes”
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f. Explanation

Explaining the meaning of vocabulary items can be extremely difficult just

as grammatical explanations. It will be important in giving such explanations to

make sure that the explanations include information about when the item can be

used. For example, it would be unsatisfactory just to say that “mate” is a word for

“friend” unless you point out that its colloquial informal English and only be used

in certain context.

g. Translation

For many years, translation went out of fashion and was considered as

something of sin. Clearly, if the teacher is always translating, this will impede the

students. Learning since they want to hear and use the target language, not their

own. Nevertheless, it seems silly not to translate if by doing so a lot of time can be

saved. If the students do not understand a word and the teacher can not think how

to explain it, she or he can quickly translate it. Translation then seems a useful

measure if it is used sparingly, but it is hoped to be used with caution. The aids

and measure may be useful for explaining the meaning of a word or a sentence.

C. Word Search Puzzle

1. Definition of Word Search Puzzle

Yulianto states, “A word game that is letter of a word in a gird that usually

has a rectangular or square shape. The objective of this puzzle is to find and mark
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all the words hidden inside the box. The word may be horizontally, vertically, or

diagonally”22

Fisher states, “A word search puzzle is a word game in which words,

usually related to a particular theme, are hidden in a grid of jumbled letters. The

objective of the game is to find and mark all the hidden words”.23

According to Vossoughi and Zargar, “Word search puzzle game is one of

many instructional games that reinforce word level into a grid and persuades the

class to make suggestions for the puzzle clues”.24 Meanwhile, Sukstrienwong and

Vongsumedh define “Word search puzzle is a game that letters of a word lay in a

grid and usually has a square shape”.25

2. Teaching Vocabulary through Word Search Puzzle

Word search puzzle game are suitable for the students of Elementary

School, Junior High School and Senior High School. This is depend on the

content of word search puzzle game are created upon materials or each school

level. To success in teaching vocabulary through word search puzzle, the teacher

should have different technique for different level. Teaching vocabulary using

word search puzzle enables the students to find out the information or guests the

meaning on unfamiliar words. So, the word search puzzle can help the students.

22 Diyan Yulianto, Belajar Bahasa Inggris Dengan Ragam Permainan Kata.( Jogjakarta:
Diva Press, 2011), 36.

23 David Fisher, http://puzzles.about.com/od/glossary/g/Word-Search-Definition . (online,
26 March 2020).

24 Hossein Vossoughi and Marzieh Zargar, “Using Word-Search-puzzle Games for
Improving Vocabulary Knowledge of Iranian EFL Learners”, (Journal of Teaching English as a
Foreign Language and Literature of Islamic Azad University of Iran, 1 (1), 2009), 79-85.

25 Anon Sukstrienwong and Patravadee Vongsumedh, "Software Development of Word
Search Game on Smart Phones in English Vocabulary Learning," (International Conference on
Education and Modern Educational Technologies, 2013), 37.
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The students may be happy and interesting in learning and they always try to

know the new words from word search puzzle . Relating to the importance of

teaching vocabulary using word search puzzle, as far as it is know some students

are always confused with the problem of using puzzle. In this case, there are many

ways to make students interested in what they are learning the teacher can be

create a game, which the students can think about new words that related with the

topic of word search puzzle.

There are several steps to make word search puzzle, as follows:26

Method 1 of 3 : Selecting word search puzzle

a. Deciding a theme of word search. The decision a theme for the word

search puzzle will make the word search puzzle seem more professional.

Some example themes include: country names, animals, states, flowers,

types of food, etc.

Figure 2.1. : Deciding a Theme

26 Jack Herrick, http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Word-Search (online 9 May 2019).
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b. Selecting the word. The word we want to use is done after decide a theme.

The example of words for the theme ‘animals’: dog, cat, monkey,

elephant, fox, sloth, horse, jellyfish, donkey, lion, tiger, bear, giraffe,

panda, cow, chinchilla, meerkat, dolphin, pig, coyote, etc.

Figure 2.2. : Selecting the Word

c. Spelling word. Look up the spelling word carefully Do this particularly if

using more obscure words or the names of foreign countries. Misspelling

words will make the students confused.

Figure 2.3. : Spelling Word

Method 2 of 3 : Make the Grid
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a. Add a title on the top of word search puzzle

b. Draw a grid by hand or computer

Figure 2.4.                                                   Figure 2.5.

c. Use a ruler to draw lines.

Figure 2.6.

Method 3 of 3 : Put the word search together

a. Make a list of the words. Place the list next to the grid. Write the words

out clearly so that the students doing the word search knows exactly which

word he or she is looking for.

Figure 2.7.
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b. Write all of the words words into the grid. Put one letter in each box. It can

write them backward, forward, diagonally, and vertically.

Figure 2.8.

c. Create an answer key. Once  have finished writing in all the words, make a

photocopy of it and highlight all of the hidden words.

Figure 2.9.

d. Fill in the rest of the blank squares. Once have written all of chosen words

into the puzzle, fill the still empty squares with random letters. Doing this

distracts the students from finding the words.

Figure 2.10.
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e. Make copies. Only do this if you are planning on giving your word search

to more than one person.

Figure 2.11.

Word search puzzle is the good game. Because, it is make the students

think study more quickly without the teachers force the students to does it be fast.

Beacuse, when the teachers gives hidden word game to teach vocabulary, the

teacher gives time to find the hidden word. And this game is make the students

silent in the class. Beside that althought game, but this game not makes the

students tired. This game just need the charmingly round not other. Teaching

vocabulary by using word search puzzle make students more relax, enjoyable,

happy and the students understanding the material. And also can improve their

vocabulary.

3. Advantages and Disadvantages of Puzzle

a. Advantages

Niemi states there are some advantages that can be taken when teachers

teach vocabulary to students using Puzzle:27

1) Improve vocabulary

2) Stimulate problem solving skills

27 Hannele Niemi https://doi.org/10.2304/eerj.2009.8.1.1 First Published January 1,
2020.
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3) Improve focus and attention

4) Give students a successful experience

5) Puzzles suplies source of word which can be reconciled by teacher if she

or he needs certain illustrations.

6) Puzzle can be inspiration sources for teachers who do not have certain

ideas.

7) Puzzle can be used by all teacher with need them the purpose of puzzle

can be used by other teacher with different goals.

b. Disadvantages

1) Tools that use puzzle for teaching English in school are limited.

2) If the teacher does not provide the tools for teaching before, so it will

spend a lot of time in the class.

D. Theoretical Framework

The lack of vocabulary has become one faced by the students problems.

For instance they will find a serious problem when speaking English. They can

not speak fluently because they do not have a lot words to say and to express their

opinion. Based on this, the teachers need to select an appropriate technique of

teaching English to develop students vocabulary particularly for young learners.

In other to help the students to develop their vocabulary mastery, the writer tries

to change the learning behaviour by applying an attractive technique that suitable

for the students level. It can make the students enjoyable, active and easy to

understand the material. Heading the description before, the writer suggest the

vocabulary word search puzzle technique to simplify the students problems. In
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this technique the students will find a new vocabulary which is associated with the

main word. The word search puzzle technique creates a good atmosphere which

motivates the students image that the learning in fun, enjoyable and also easy to

memorize. It makes they realize that learning is not something which make them

stress and bored.
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Table 2.1. : Theoretical Framework

Most of students lack of vocabulary

Kinds of vocabulary

Receptive Vocabulary Productive Vocabulary

Teaching English Vocabulary

Principle of Teaching
Vocabulary

Problem of Teaching
Vocabulary

Technique of Teaching
Vocabulary

Word Search Puzzle

Teaching Vocabulary through Word Search Puzzle

Students Vocabulary through Word Search Puzzle
Increase
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E. Hypothesis

Hypothesis is a formal statement about an expected relationship between

two or more variables which can be tested through an experiment. The hypothesis

was divided into two categories; they were Null Hypothesis and Alternative

Hypothesis.

 Alternative Hypothesis (Ha): There is significant effect of using word

search puzzle in teaching English vocabulary at the fifth grade students of

SD Islam Khalifah Palu.

 Null Hypothesis (Ho): There is no significant effect of using word-search

puzzle in teaching English vocabulary at the fifth grade students of SD

Islam Khalifah Palu.
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD  

A. Research Method Design 

The research technique in this study was employed quasy 

experimental design Ary et all states, “Quasi experimental design are 

similar to randomized experimental designs in that they involve 

manipulation of an independent variable but differ in the subjects are not 

randomly assigned to treatment groups”.
1
 This Quasi experimental 

conducted using Pretest, Treatment and Posttest. The purpose way to find 

the improvement the students vocabulary mastery through word search 

puzzle technique. The subject of the study was divide into two classes, 

experimental class and control class. The experimental class was given the 

treatments and another group control class was not. The pretest was given to 

both of the class will just teach  but only the experimental class were taught  

through word search puzzle. The presentation of this research designs by 

Ary et all.
2
     

                 Table 3.1. : Research Method Design 

Class Pretest Independent Posttest 

 E Yı  X Y2 

C Yı - Y2 

 

 

                                                           
1
Donald Ary, Lucy Cheser Jacobs, Chris Sorensen. Introduction to Research in 

Education, (Canada: Wadsworth Cangage Learning, 2010), 316. 
2
Ibid. 
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Where: 

E: Experimental Class 

C: Control Class 

Yı: Pretest 

Y2: Posttest 

X: Treatment 

-: No Treatment 

 

B. Time and Place of the Research 

The study was conducted in academic year 2019-2020 from Juni 22, 

2020 to August 24, 2020 to the students of the fifth grade. The location of 

this study at SD Islam Khalifah Palu Jl Munif Rahman No 99 A, Donggala 

Kodi, Ulujadi District, Central Sulawesi. 

C. Research Variable 

In this research, the variable divided into independent variable and  

dependent variable. Independent variable is presumed to have an effect  to 

influence how some another variable. The independent variables were the 

use of word search puzzle technique. Variable is any trait that can change 

values from case to case. Dependent variable was the ability of the fifth 

grade students at SD Islam Khalifah Palu in vocabulary. 

 

 



35 

 

 
 

D. Population and Sample 

1. Population 

Population used all data that concern in a scope and time that 

specify. Thus, population related to data not human. The population of this 

research is the fifth grade students at SD Islam Khalifah Palu, which divided 

into two classes, Therefore the total population were 58 students. The 

following table will the research population and students distribution of 

each class 

 

                         Table 3.2. :  The Distribution of Population 

No Class Number 

1 Abu Darda 20 

2 Abu Zubair 20 

3 Said Bin Zaid 18 

 Total 58 

  

2. Sample 

It is necessary for the writer to determine the research sampling in 

order to limit the object of research. By doing so, the writer is easy to 

conduct the research. In this research , the writer used purposive sampling 

technique. In purposive sampling also referred to as judgment sampling 

sample elements judged to be typical, or representative, are chosen from the 

population.
3
  The writer divided two classes, they are class Abu Darda as the 

                                                           
3
 Ibid, 153 
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experimental class and class Abu Zubair as the controll class for being the 

sample of the research. 

E. Research Instrument 

In conducting this research, the writer was used test as the research 

instrument. The test was divide into pretest and posttest. The pretest was 

conducted first, before giving the treatment. Then, the post test was 

conducted to measure the performance of the students in using Word Search 

Puzzle in Vocabulary after getting the treatment    

F. Data Collection Procedure 

These will two kinds of test Pretest and Posttest. According to 

Heaton “Test maybe constructed primarily as devices to reinforce learning 

and to motivated students or primarily as a means of as seeing the students 

performance the language”.
4
 In line with Heaton, Ary states : “A test is a set 

of stimuli presented to an individual in order to elicit responses on the basis 

of which a numerical score can be assigned”.
5
 The main data is collected 

from Pretest and Posttest. 

1. Pretest 

The pretest conducted before the writer do the treatment towards the 

students. The writer gave the same test to experimental class on July 21 and 

control class on July 23 to  measure the students vocabulary. In other words, 

Pretest is the guidance for the writer to understand about students ability in 

mastering vocabulary when the treatment had not given yet. The pretest 

                                                           
4
 B. Heaton,  Language Testing, Longman, 1987, 1. 

5
 Ibid, 201. 
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compared two types of test which are multiple choice and arrange letters 

The scoring system of the test is presented below 

Table 3.3.  : Distribution of the test 

No Kind Of Test Number Of 

Item 

Score Of Each Item Total Score 

1 Multiple Choice 10 1 10 

2 Arrange Letters 10 1 10 

Total  20  20 

 

2. Treatment 

After giving the Pretest, the writer gave the treatment for the 

experimental class contained an application of teaching Vocabulary. The 

writer gave the treatments for four meetings on July 27, August 07, 14 and 

21 in conducted this research. Each meeting would take about 2 X 35 

minutes  

3. Posttest 

After the writer gave the treatment, the writer continued into the text 

phase called Posttest. The writer gave the pretest to experimental class on 

August 22 and control class on August 23. The Posttest is a kind conducted 

at the end of the treatment to see the students significant improvement in 

vocabulary. The kind of test that give for Posttest have the same form as the 

Pretest. 

G. Data Analysis Technique  

In analyzing the data, the writer was employed a simple statisticals 

analysis. The writer computed the students individual score both on the 
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Pretest and Posttest. The first the writer used the formula proposed by 

Arikunto as follows:
6
 

∑ 
 

 
      

Where: 

Σ : Standard score 

x : Number of correct items 

n: Maximum score 

After getting the students individuals score in each test. The writer 

calculated the students mean score in each test. They are experimental and 

control class. Then, the writer used conducted the formula proposed by 

Arikunto as follows:
7
 

 Μ = Σx 

        N 

Where: 

Μ : Mean scores 

Σx : The sum of the score 

N : The number of students 

                                                           
6
 Ibid, 240 

7
 Ibid,. 307 
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The second, the writer computed the main score experimental and 

control class both of formula proposed by Arikunto. The formula as follows 

:
8
 

a. The formula for experimental class: 

Mx = Σx 

          N 

b. The formula for control class: 

My = Σy 

         N 

Where :  

Mx: Mean score of deviation of experimental class 

My: Mean score of deviation of control class 

Σx : Sum scores of experimental class 

Σy : Sum scores of control class 

N  : Number of students in each class 

The third, after getting the main score, the writer calculated the mean 

deviation of students score in experimental and control class. The writer is 

use formula proposed by Arikunto as follows:
9
 

 

                                                           
8
 Ibid., 312 

9
 Ibid,. 312 
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a. The formula for experimental class: 

Σ    Σ    – (Σx)² 

                      n 

b. The formula for control class: 

Σ    Σ    – (Σy)² 

                       n  

After getting the standard deviation, finally the writer analysed the 

data in order to know the significant difference or testing hypothesis by 

using t-count formula as proposed by Arikunto as follows :
10

 

 

   
       

√(
        
        ) (

 
     

 
  )

 

Where : 

Mx: Mean of experimental class 

My: Mean of control class 

Dx : Deviation score of pretest and posttest of experimental class 

Dy : Deviation score of pretest and posttest of control class 

Σ  : The total square of experimental class 

Σ  : The total square of control class 

Nx : Total number of experimental class 

Ny : Total number of control class. 

                                                           
10

 Ibid,. 311. 
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Table 3.4.: Score Range, Category, Qualification 

 

Score Range Category Qualification 

96 – 100 Very Good Successful 

86 – 95 Good Successful 

75 – 85 Fair Succesful 

51 – 74 Low Failed 

0 – 50 Very Low Failed 

                     Source : Arikunto 

H. Testing Hypothesis 

The effectiveness the application of word search puzzle technique in 

teaching vocabulary increase students vocabulary., the writer was test the 

hypothesis whether it is rejected or accepted. The criteria of the hypothesis 

are as follows : 

1. If the t-counted is higher than or the same as t-table, it means that 

hypothesis of the research will be accepted or the treatment has 

significant influence to the students achievement in vocabulary. 

2. If the t –counted is lower than t-table, it means that the hypothesis of 

the research will be rejected. It shows that there is no significant 

difference between the two groups. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION FINDING 

A. Overview of SD Islam Khalifah Palu 

1. History of SD Islam Khalifah palu 

On April 8, 2016, SD Islam Khalifah Palu was inaugurated by Mr. Ippho 

Santosa as the founder of the Khalifah school network throughout Indonesia. In 

Palu this school was founded by Bunda Cahaya Nasri S.Kes., M.Kes and the head 

of the foundation is Yanda Eka M.Pd, when the school was first opened the 

number of teachers was only three people and until now it has reached 30 

including staff and drivers. SD Islam Khalifah palu is a school that combines the 

concept of national education with the concept of Islamic education. It was born 

to improve the quality of education by emphasizing the integration of IQ, EQ and 

SQ, active learning, fun learning, and keeping the professionalism of teacher and 

administrator 

Table 4.1. : Profile of SD Islam Khalifah Palu 

   

1.  School Name 
Status 
Form of Education 
Ownership Status 
School Establishment Decree 
Date of Establishment Decree 
Operational Permit Decree 
Operational Permit Decree 
Date 
 
 

:     
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

SD Islam Khalifah Palu 
Private 
Elementary School 
Foundation 
421.2/6929/DIKBUD/2016 
2016- 11- 18 
421.2/672/PEND 
2017 – 02 – 28 

2. School Address 
 
Province 
Regency / City 
Sub District 

: 
 
: 
: 
: 

Jln. Munif Rahman No. 99 A 
Donggala Kodi 
Sulawesi Tengah 
Palu 
Palu Barat 
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Kelurahan 
Street 
Postal Code  
Telp. 
E-mail 
Electrical Power 
Surface Area 
Library 
Students Sanitation 
AC 
projector 
sound system 
Locker Table 
Total Number of Teachers 
Total Students 
Rekening 
Bank 
 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

Ulujadi 
Munif Rahman No. 99 A 
94221  
0821-8901- 7680 
sdikhalifahpalu@yahoo.com 
13200 
1103 M² 
1 
4 
15 
15 
15 
12 
30 
207 
SD ISLAM KHALIFAH 
SULTENG 

 

Table 4.2. : Core Administrator 
 

No Name Status 

1 Rosmayanti S.Pd Head of School 

2 Nurmia Amd.kom  Head of Administration 

3 Imas Siti Saidah L.C Head of Finance 

4 Khairunissa Amd.Kom Financial Staff 

 

 

Table 4.3. : Grade Level, Class Name, Teachers Name 

 

Grade Level Class name Teachers Name 

1 Abu Bakar 

 

 

Umar Bin Khattab 

 

 

Yunita S.Pd 

Fia S.Pd 

 

Indriana S.Pd 

Nurmin S.Pd 

2 Salahudin Yusuf 

 

 

Salman Al- Farisi 

 

Dewi Novianti S.Pd 

Fartin S.Pdi 

 

Hasna Ambaling S.Pd 

Musdalifah S.Pd 

3 Abdul rahman 

 

 

Abu Ubaidah 

 

Arif Rahman  S.pd 

Reza S.Pd 

 

Sumarniyati S.Pd 

Khairunnisa S.Pd 

mailto:sdikhalifahpalu@yahoo.com
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4 Saad Bin Abi waqas 

 

 

Talhah Bin Ubaidillah 

Heni Darwati S.Pd 

Indriani S.Pd 

 

Wanda S.Pd 

Imas L.C 

5 Abu Darda 

 

 

Abu Zubair 

 

 

Said Bin Zaid 

Wisna S.Pd 

Ermita S.Pd 

 

Lita S.Pd 

Fadilla  S.Pdi 

 

Rusli S.Pd 

Fadli Yaromani S.Pd 

 

2. Vision and Mission SD Islam Khalifah Palu 

a. Vision 

Islamic elementary school which is superior, creative and innovative, has 

an entrepreneurial spirit based on faith and piety. As an indicator of the vision of 

SD Islam Khalifah Palu are: 

1) Have a firm belief and practice the teachings of Islam correctly and 

consistently in accordance with the Al-Quran and the Sunnah of the 

Prophet 

2) Having high integrity towards the unity and integrity of the nation and 

homeland. 

3) Have excellent skills and abilities academically and non academically. 

4) Able to think and act spontaneously and critically in solving the problem 

at hand. 

5)  Have entrepreneurial skills according to their talents and interests 

6) Can be a role model for schoolmates and society 
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b. Mission 

Based on the indicators of the vision of the Islamic Elementary School 

Khalifah Palu, the mission of the Khalifah Misi Islamic Elementary School in 

2016-2022 is: 

1) Academic Mission 

a) Increasing human resources who are quality, creative, innovative, 

responsible, and have good character. 

b) Optimizing the development of students to become a cadre of leaders who 

are quality, creative, innovative, responsible and have good character. 

c)  Developing the potential of students in order to be able to compete for 

achievements. 

d)  Developing effective IT-based learning models (effective school) so that 

students develop optimally. 

e)  Increase the quantity and quality of educational infrastructure. 

f) Optimizing the participation of parents, community and government. 

g) Improve learning to develop the ability to think and act spontaneously in 

solving the problems at hand. 

2) Mission Non Academic 

a) Optimizing regular and periodic religious activities to foster a religious 

environment and behavior so that students can practice and live their 

religion in real terms. 

b) Improve the self-development of students through extra-curricular  
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c) activities and counseling services so that students can develop according to 

their interests and talents. 

d) Complete suggestions and supporting infrastructure for self-development 

activities 

e) Cultivate entrepreneurial behavior and real practice so that students can 

become role models for their friends and society. 

B. Research Finding 

1. Result of the test 

In presenting the data of this research, the writer analyzed the data taken 

from pre test and post test which were given both of control and experimental 

class by using statistical analysis. The writer gave treatment to the experimental 

class, while control class did not.  

2. Result of the Pretest   

The writer gave the pretest to the experimental class and to the control 

class. The results of pretest of the two classes can be seen in table 

Table 4.4. : Result of the Pretest for the Experimental Class 

No Initial MC AL Total Standard Category Qualification 

1 AN 7 4 11 55 Low Failed 

2 VWS 5 8 13 65 Low Failed 

3 NIA 9 6 15 75 Fair Successful 

4 LFR 10 3 13 65 Low Failed 

5 TTD 8 4 12 60 Low Failed 

6 PRR 8 1 9 45 Very Low Failed 

7 MZM 9 5 14 70 Low Failed 

8 AMD 3 8 11 55 Low Failed 

9 AF 4 6 10 50 Very Low Failed 

10 GS 5 7 12 60 Low Failed 

 Total 68 52 120 Σx = 600 Low Failed 

 Average 6.8 5.2 12 60 Low Failed 



47 

 

Based on the table, it can be seen that the highest score of pretest on experimental 

class was 75, and lowest score was 45. The writer calculated the students mean 

score by applying the formula proposed by Arikunto as follows 

 

Μ = Σx 

        N  

Μ = 600 

        10 

 

Μ = 60 

      

 By looking at the data above, it can be seen that the students mean score 

of the experimental class is 60 

 

Table 4.5. : Result of the Pretest for the Control Class 

 

N

o 

Initial MC AL Total Standard Category Qualification 

1 R 6 5 11 55 Low Failed 

2 NR 7 3 10 50 Very Low Failed 

3 AG 4 3 7 35 Very Low Failed 

4 PK 5 4 9 45 Very Low Failed 

5 AD 8 2 10 50 Very Low Failed 

6 MZZ 9 3 12 60  Low Failed 

7 MA 7 6 13 65 Low Failed 

8 D 4 2 6 30 Very Low Failed 

9 SH 4 4 8 40 Very Low Failed 

10 MF 9 2 11 55 Low Failed 

 Total 65 34 97 Σy = 485 Low Failed 

 Average 6.5 3.4 9.7 48.5 Very Low Failed 

  

Based on the table, it can be seen that the highest score of pretest on 

control class was 65, and lowest score was 35. The writer calculated the students 

mean score by applying the formula proposed by Arikunto as follow 
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Μ = Σy 

        N  

Μ = 485 

        10 

 

Μ = 48.5 

      

By looking at the data above, it can be seen that the students mean score of 

the experimental class is 48.5 

3. Result of the Posttest 

The Posttest was conducted to the students ability with and without 

treatment. The result of the Posttest shows whether the medium giving significant 

improvement or not. The writer elaborated the students result of both control and 

experimental class on the posttest in the following table. 

 

Table 4.6. : Result of the Posttest for the Experimental Class 

 

No Initial MC AL Total Standard Category Qualification 

1 AN 9 6 15 75 Fair Succesful 

2 VWS 11 6 17 85 Fair Succesful 

3 NIA 10 8 18 90 Good Successful 

4 LFR 8 9 17 85 Fair Succesful 

5 TTD 8 7 15 75 Fair Succesful 

6 PRR 10 6 16 80 Fair Succesful 

7 MZM 9 8 17 85 Fair Succesful 

8 AMD 9 4 13 65 Low Failed 

9 AF 8 6 14 70 Low Failed 

10 GS 12 5 17 85 Fair Successful 

 Total 94 65 159 Σx = 

795 

Fair Successful 

 Average 9.4 6.5 15.9 79.5 Fair Successful 

 

Based on the table above, the highest score of experimental class was 90 

and the lowest score was 65. The writer calculated the students mean score by 

applying formula proposed by Arikunto as follows. 
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Μ = Σx 

        N  

Μ = 795 

        10 

 

Μ = 79.5 

      

To conclude, by dividing the total standard score to the number of the 

students of the experimental class, it was found that the students mean score of the 

experimental class on the posttest was 79.5. Furthermore, the writer elaborated the 

students results of posttest in control class as follows 

Table 4.7. : Result of the Posttest for the Control Class 

 

No Initial MC AL Total Standard Category Qualification 

1 R 9 3 12 60 Low Failed 

2 NR 7 6 13 65 Low Failed 

3 AG 6 4 10 50 Very Low Failed 

4 PK 6 5 11 55 Low Failed 

5 AD 9 3 12 60 Low Failed 

6 MZZ 8 4 12 60 Low Failed 

7 MA 9 6 15 75 Fair Succesful 

8 D 7 5 12 60 Low Failed 

9 SH 5 5 10 50 Very Low Failed 

10 MF 8 4 12 60 Low Failed 

 Total 74 45 119 Σy =595 Low Failed 

 Average 7.4 4.5 11.9 59.5 Low  Failed 

 

Based on the score, the writer find out that the highest score was 75 and 

the lowest score was 50 . By having the score, the writer calculated students mean 

score of posttest in control class by using formula proposed by Arikunto as 

follows 
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Μ = Σy 

        N  

Μ = 595 

        10 

 

Μ = 59.5 

 

Thus, the students mean score of the control class on the posttest was 59.5 

. Moreover, by looking at the data it can be concluded that the students scores of 

the experimental class were greatly improved on posttest, while those of the 

control class were slightly improved. In other words students achievement of the 

experimental class more significant than the control class. 

4.  Deviation and Standard Deviation 

The writer calculated the mean deviation and the squared deviation both of 

experimental and control class. The results were presented on table 

Table 4.8. : Deviation and Squared Deviation for the Experimental Class 

No Initial Pretest 

X1 

Posttest 

X2 

Deviation 

X2 – x1 

Square Deviation 

(X2 – X1 )
 2 

1 AN 55 75 20 400 

2 VWS 65 85 20 400 

3 NIA 75 90 15 225 

4 LFR 65 85 20 400 

5 TTD 60 75 15 225 

6 PRR 45 80 40 1600 

7 MZM 70 85 15 225 

8 AMD 55 65 10 100 

9 AF 50 70 20 400 

10 GS 60 85 25 625 

 Total ΣX1 = 

600 

ΣX2 = 795 Σ(X2 – 

X1)= 200 

Σ(X2- X1) 
2
= 

4600 

 Average 60 79.5 20 460 

After computing mean deviation of pretest and posttest of the experimental 

class, the writer determined that the highest score of deviation (d) of experimental 



51 

 

class was 40 and the highest square deviation (d²) was 1600. The lowest score 

deviation (d) was 10 and the lowest square deviation (d²) was 100. Having 

calculated the square deviation, the writer computed the mean score of deviation 

of the experimental class. The writer applied the formula from Arikunto as 

follows  

Mx = Σx 

          N 

 

          Mx = 200 

                   10 

 

Mx = 20 

Therefore mean deviation of the experimental class is 20. Furthermore, in 

order to find out the deviation of the control class, the writer provided the 

following table 

Table 4.9. : Deviation and Squared Deviation of the Control Class 

 

No Initial Pretest 

Y1 

Posttest 

Y2 

Deviation 

Y2 – Y1 

Square Deviation 

(Y2 – Y1 )
 2 

1 R 55 60 5 25 

2 NR 50 65 15 225 

3 AG 35 50 15 225 

4 PK 45 55 10 100 

5 AD 50 60 10 100 

6 MZZ 60 60 0 0 

7 MA 65 75 10 100 

8 D 30 60 30 900 

9 SH 40 50 10 100 

10 MF 55 60 5 25 

 Total ΣY1 =     

485 

ΣY2 =  

595 

Σ(Y2 – 

Y1)= 110 

Σ(Y2- Y1) 
2
= 

1800 

 Average 48.5 59.5 11 180 

The table show that the highest score of deviation (d) of control class was 

30 and the highest square deviation (d²) was 900. The lowest score deviation (d) 
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was 0 and the lowest square deviation (d²) was 0. After computing the deviation 

scores of the control class, the writer calculated the mean score of deviation as 

follows: 

                                      My = Σy 

                                                 N 

 

        My = 110 

                  10 

 

                                                              My = 11 

 

By looking at the result of the score above, it can be obviously that the 

mean score deviation of the control class is 11. Thus, it is necessary to compute 

the sum squared deviation of both experimental and control class. They are 

presented as follows 

 

 

Sum Square Deviation of the Experimental Class 

Σ    Σ    – (Σx)² 

                           n 

Σ  = 4600 - (200)² 

                        10 

Σ    4600 - (40000) 

                       10 

Σ    4600 – 4000 

Σ       
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Sum Square Deviation of the Control Class 

 

Σ    Σ    – (Σy)² 

                           n 

Σ   = 1800 - (110)² 

                      10 

    Σ    1800 - (12100) 

                       10 

Σ    1800 – 1210 

                                                  Σ       

Therefore, the sum of squared deviation of the experimental and control 

class from the computed were 600 and 590 respectively. The writer needed to find 

out whether there is significant effect of the treatment on the students vocabulary 

of the experimental class or not. The writer applied ttest formula as follows : 
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C. Research Hypothesis 

To prove that the hypothesis of the research was accepted or rejected, the 

writer needed to find out the critical ttable by using 0.05 level of significance. 

Additionally, the degree of freedom (df) of this was 18. The writer showed the 

calculation as follows 

  

 

 
 

  
      

 

Where : 
 

  
      

 

ɑ = the substraction of the degree of freedom obtained from the students number     

in sample and degree of freedom whose figure precedes right before the df 

obtained on the table of critical values of students distribution 

b = substraction of two degree of freedom whose precedes and comes after the 

degree of freedom on the table of critical values of the students distribution 

c = the substraction of values of degree in b 

Degree of freedom = Nx + Ny -2 

                               = 10 + 10 – 2 

                               = 18 

The degree of freedom was 18 which was between 10 and 20 on the t – 

distribution table. The writer counted the values of a, b, and c as show bellow. 
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Where : 

ɑ = 18 – 10 

ɑ = 8 

b = 20 – 10 

b = 10 

c = 10         2.228 

      20         2.086 

c= 2.228 – 2.086 

c= 0.142 

The value of a, b, and c were interested into interpolation formula as follows 

 

  
     =   

 

   
 x 0.142 

          = 0.127 

Df (18) = 2.228 – 0. 127 

             = 2.101 

By looking at the value above, it means that the hypothesis is accepted for 

the reason that the tcounted ( 2.500 ) was much higher than the ttable. To conclude, 

using word search puzzle technique can be effective in teaching vocabulary. 

D.  Research Discussion 

The result showed that the students  mean in teaching vocabulary before 

taught using word search puzzle (pretest) is only 60. While the students’ mean in 

teaching vocabulary after they being taught using word search puzzle (posttest) is 

79.5. It means that word search puzzle technique can motivate the students to 

more memorize vocabulary well. Because the mean of students achievement in 
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posstest is more large than the mean of students achievement in pretest. After the 

data was calculated using ttest it was found that the value of ttest was higher than 

ttable at 1% and 5% level of significance ttest 1.734<2.500>2.101. This finding 

indicated that the alternative hypothesis stating that there was any significant 

effect of using word-search puzzle in teaching English vocabulary at the fifth 

grade students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu. 

Based on the result, it can be conclude that word search puzzle was 

effective in teaching vocabulary of Elementary School especially at the fifth grade 

students of SD Islam Khalifah Palu. Word search puzzle technique as teaching 

technique is surely shown the real effectiveness, because this technique is essay 

and interesting in teaching vocabulary then the students more enjoy and 

interesting to study vocabulary and give spirit in teaching learning process for the 

fifth grade of the SD Islam Khalifah Palu. So, word search puzzle technique is 

suitable technique to improve students’ achievements in vocabulary at the fifth 

grade of SD Islam Khalifah Palu. 

In this study found that the students were more interested in completing 

the puzzles and when they were given the chance to write down their answer on 

whiteboard, students found the word search puzzle to be more useful and 

enjoyable. It is fun to play games in classroom and at the same time learn 

vocabulary. 

Puzzle games is a challenging form of the game which students' creativity 

and memory due to the emergence of a deep motivations to always try to solve the 

problem, but still fun because it  can be repeated. The challenge in this game will 
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always give effect addicted to always try, try and keep trying until successful.  

Play can provide opportunities for children to think and act imaginative and 

fanciful closely associated with the development of children's creativity. The 

process will give children independence over the child's ability to develop is mind 

and get pleasure from the victory of the game form. The ambition to win the game 

will give the child the optimization of motion and effort, so that there will be fair 

competition and a variety of children. 
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CHAPTER V

CLOSING

A. Conclusion

Based on the study in SD Islam KhalifahPalu, teaching English vocabulary

used word search puzzle has improved the students score in English vocabulary of

the fifth grade especially the class Abu Darda. It showed that word search puzzle

can afford a valuable technique in language classroom for students at Elementary

School and can be used to facilitate the process of vocabulary learning. The

exciting nature of playing games can facilitate the vocabulary learning process.

Language games are suitable evaluation tools in the hands of teachers. It quickly

reveals the depth of students understanding and reinforces their previous

knowledge. The teacher needs to argue that, through games, students are given

opportunities to know and explore new vocabulary without direct teacher

assistance.The result of ttest using manual calculation showed that the calculated

value tcounted was greater than ttable at 5% and lower at 1% significance level or

1.734<2.500>2.101. This indicated that the alternative hypothesis stating that

there was any significant effect using word-search puzzle in teaching English

vocabulary at the fifth grade students of SD Islam KhalifahPaluwas accepted.

Based on the result of the study above, there are several important points

as follows:

1) The use of word-search puzzle tecnique improved students vocabulary at

SD Islam KhalifahPalu

2) The improvement is quite significant. It was reflected from the students‟
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attitude during teaching learning process. They were become more

active, excited, and responsive to the presented materials.

3) Although the technique brings the positive progress, the classroom would

be a chaos if the teacher cannot manage them well.

B.Suggestion

Based on the result of this study, there were some suggestion would like

recommend as follows:

1. For the Students

Word-search puzzle is one of effective and helpful technique for

increasing and improving studentsvocabulary mastery. The use word search in

teaching learning English vocabulary can increase the studentsmemory about the

vocabulary given, increase the students understanding about new vocabulary, and

decrease the monotonous teaching learning process especially in teaching

vocabulary.

2. For the Teacher

Based on the result of the study that showed word-search puzzle gave

effect on the students score in English vocabulary of the fifth grade students of SD

Islam KhalifahPalu. It recommended for the teacher to use word-search puzzle to

make the teaching learning process more interested and can help the students to

master English vocabulary.
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3. For the Next Writer

Since the study was pre-experimental design using word search puzzle in

teaching English vocabulary for the Elementary School students. The result of the

study found that word search puzzle gave significant effect on the students score

in English vocabulary. This study was focused on the fifth grade students of SD

Islam KhalifahPalu. The next study is recommended to conduct the study related

to the Englishvocabulary with other interesting technique on other grades.

4. The Parents

The parents are able to create educative condition at home, so that students

can study optimally and the parents are able to control their childrens study.

Based on the suggestion above, word search puzzle technique can be

applied in teaching learning vocabulary. Word search puzzle technique was an

effective technique that can be used in teaching learning increase vocabulary. In

the classroom, the students can do more active in teaching learning activities.

The implication of this study are used as input for teachers and Pre-service

teacher in teaching English to increase the students vocabulary mastery.
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